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CD LAUNCH: SHOSTAKOVICH 24 PRELUDES AND FUGUES. Op. 87
Colin Stone is pleased to announce the release of this, his latest CD. He enjoys a particular affinity with the music of Shostakovich, having recorded already the Five Preludes, Piano Sonatas, No.1 (Op.12) and No.2 (Op. 61) and the Twenty Four Preludes, Op.34.  During the 2006 centenary year he performed at Cadogan Hall in a single recital all 24 Preludes and Fugues, Op.87, an undertaking described by Vladimir Ashkenazy who was present as “Olympian”. With Rustem Hayroudinoff, he gave the first performance in the West of the two piano version of the Fourth Symphony, Op. 43a, a work which they have since recorded for Chandos. Of this recording, Gramophone wrote, 
“A revelatory performance of a spectacular 20th century masterwork.  Hayroudinoff and Stone impress with their knowledge of the score, giving a well prepared, gutsy performance.”
More recently, as part of the London Mozart Ensemble, Colin has recorded the two Piano Trios (Op.8 and 67) and the Piano Quintet, Op.5. This recording has been much praised by the prestigious American Fanfare Magazine which described Colin’s playing as, “challenging Richter”. The CD was also nominated instrumental and chamber CD of the month in June 2008 by Classic FM Magazine. Colin appears in the documentary film, The Unknown Shostakovich, alongside Vladimir Ashkenazy, Valery Gergiev, Yevgeny Yevtushenko and Maxim Shostakovich.
Notes for Editors
Colin combines his busy solo career as a pianist with his work as a professor of piano at the Royal Academy of Music and his artistic directorship of the LMT Chamber Ensemble, Members of the Ensemble, which includes the London Mozart Trio, perform regularly at major London venues, notably Wigmore Hall.  They also give concerts and recitals throughout the UK and abroad.  

Colin Stone has made a number of other recordings which include the major works for solo piano by Schubert, Chopin and Schumann and Prokofiev’s piano transcriptions of his own theatre music, as well as music by contemporary composers such as Andre Tchaikovsky, Malcolm Williamson and Robert Keeley. 
Website: www.colinstone.co.uk
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